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FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


RIPTURNAL ILLUSTRATION 
= No. XII. 
« Declure unto us the parabie of the tares of ihe field.” 
Alatthew, xiii. 36. 

The parable to which the above text alludes, is recor- 
ded in the same chapter, from the 24th to the 30th verse, 
and as may be seen, on examining the chapter, our Lord’s 
jeclaration of his meaning, is contained between the 37th 
and 43d verses. One reason why we have so long re- 
mined silenton this similitude of Jesus, though often re- 
cuested to publish our views of it, has been, that we felt 
a reluctance in explaining the explanation of the Lord 
Jesus. (Qn more mature and critical consideration, how- 
ever, that embarrassment is removed. For, familiar as 
the language of the Saviour might be to his disciples, who 
were bis countrymen, and accustomed to the saine dialect, 
it is most evident that it needs explanation at this remote 
and distant period. The passage would be of no essential 
service and convey no important meaning whatever, in 
support ofany religious creed now professed among us, 
uuless the advocate for each system, was allowed to show 
what the Saviour meant by certain words and expressions. 
Hence each exposition, of every denomination, does, in 
reality, explain an explanation that 1s from the highest 
authority ; which we hope will preclude the indulgence of 
hat sarcasm with which we have been frequently assail- 
ed, for attempting an illustration of the important passage 
befure us. 

As several interpretations have been given the parable, 
by diferent authors, it will be expected that we should of- 
fer some reasons for dissenting fom their opinions. 

It has been contended by many that the parable des- 
cribes mankind under two grand divisions, the righteous 
and the wicked, and shows that a final separation will be 
made atthe last day, when all the former, represented by 
the wheat, will be received to heaven, and all the latter, 
reoresented by the fares, will be consigned to endless mise- 
ry. But the objections tu such a view are numerous and 
cuansweradle. [f*the world”or the “field” means this ter- 
ragueous globe, and the seed sown means intelligent be- 
ings, what shall we inake of the declaration, that * while 
nen slept, the enemy sowed tares?” Can any rational 
sind believe that, while righteous people are asleep, the 
devil sows wicked people among them? Impossible. But 
ifthe wheat and tares represent all mankind, in two divi- 
sionsswe sould be glad to be informed who “the servants” 
und the men asice» were. Shail we say that some of the 
wheat—the righteous, proposed to go and pluck up the 
tures—the wicked ? Aad further. It should not be for:got- 
ten that the exposifors who advance the above inconsis- 
tent ideas on this subject, are the very men who hol l,that 
ull men are born totally depraved, the ligitimate offspring 
of the evil one, and consequegtly are all fares; so that 
the parable ought to have run, that the Son of man came 
nto the world, to convert some of the tares iuto wheat, 
“aud leave the rest to its proper owner. Thus it may be 
cen that a false interpretation involves many coutiadic- 
Hons aud inconsistencies. 

Another exposition maintains that the parable ts des- 
ciptive of the christian church, and shows that notw ith- 
standing the Sou of God is preparing a people for his holy 
ningdom, yet,the grand Adversary succeeds in introduc- 
ing many real hypocrites, or what Dr.Clarke calls “bastard 
wheal.” into the chureh, who cannot be rooted out till the 
iav of the general judgment. 

This opinion is, in many respects, preferable to the oth- 
er. It accounts for the great number of hypocritical pro- 
fessors,which belong to what is called the christian church ; 
and it would seein that the servants had faithfully adhered 
to the injunction, * Let both grow together, till the time of 
harvest.” For, who ever knew achurch to undertake to 
divest itself of hypocrites? Would not the attempt be 
hazardous, in the extreme ? Still this exposition is not 
free from difficulties. If the wheat means all the really 
pious, where will you find the men who slept, and the 
servants who proposed plucking up the tares ? 

There are some who maintain that this parable, as well 
aséthers spoken by the Saviour, related primarily to the 
state of the Jews at the time he was on earth, and to the 
destruction of Jerusalem. They hold that the doctrine 











which Jesus preached was the means of converting all 
who embraced it, and constituted them the children of 
God ; and that had it not been for the indifference and 
stupidity of those who rejected him, all would have been 
saved. The end of the Jewish priest hood is called the 
end of the world, and the protection which was granted to 
the disciples of Christ, is represented by gathering the 
wheat, while the calamities and destruction of his foes, 
are signified by the gathering and burning of the tares. 

To this view of the subject, we should not be disposed 
to object, could it be made to appear, that the field and | 
the seed sown could mean one and the same thing. But 
we are wholly unable to discover the propriety of inter- 
preting the scriptures in that way? Why not, by the same 
rule, make one character of the whole; and call the sow- 
er, the seed, the field, the servants, and the men who slept, 
one thing ? That the passage might allude to the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem, may be admitted, although it admits of 
a more extensive and instructive application. 

Avother and more prevailing opinion appears to be, 
that the passage represents all mankind as possessing two 
principles, the one good and the other bad ; the former 
represented by wheat, the latter by tares, and thata final 
separation will take place between the heavenly principle 
and the earthly, when all men will become righteous and 
shine as the stars in glory. Tho’ sueh an exposition may 
possess some advantages over the preceding, we are cou- 
vinced it will not bear criticalexamination. Sut we pie- 
fer expiessiog our dissent from it, by proposing the 
true explanation. 

It appears evident to us, that the Saviour did not intro 
duce the above parable to settle any doctrinal question, 
bit to iliustrate the important fact which he had so fre- 
quently taaght, viz. that although his doctrine or religion 
was of the most simple and intelligible character, the iime 
was not then remote, when i: hovations. and corruptions 
would be introduced, in consequence of prevailing indit- 
ference among his followers, as to the fundamental truths 
of Christianity ; but that the lire ofdemarcation between 
truth and error, would be settled at the close of a certain 
period, and a system of operation conunence, for the ex- 
\irpation of all false doctrines. 

1. * He that soweth the good seed is the Son of man.” 
Thus the divine teacher explains the words, “ The king- 
dom of heaven is likened unto a map which sowed good 
seed in his field.” This appears perfectly natural, if we 
understand the word secd, in the same sense, as in the first 
parable in this chapter, where it means, according to the 
explanation of Jesus, (see verse 19.) the word of the 
kingdom,” as preached by himse!lf and his messengers. 
The Son of God, or his spirit is the principal agent in the 
dissemination of his gospel, thouch he may employ many 
servauts as co-workers iu the same general cause. “Thus 
it is said that, * the kingdom of heaven,” or the ministry 
of Christ“*is as aman which sowed good seed in his field’ 
Phe ohrase kingdom of heaven is used with gicat latitude 
of meaning in the seriptures, though it probabiy more 
commouly signifies the ministration of the gospel. The 
primitive Liborers in the gospel vineyard, * weut fo th and 
preached the wosd every where, the Lord working with 
them, confirming the word with signs following.” St. Pe- 
ter calls it, “the incorruptible seed, the word of God which 
liveth and abideth forever.” 

2. * The fieldis the world 3’ by which we are not to 
unde:stand the word, world, in a cosmographical sense. 
It ust be Interpreted as other words are, when used in 
parables, and in other portions of scripture. Jesus com- 
manded his angels or messengers to “go into all the worid | 
and preach the gospel to every c:eature.” Butthe phase 
+ all the world” could no move imply those places not in- 
habited by human beings, than “ every creature” could 
embrace all avimals and reptiles. Jesus is the * propitia- 
tion for the sins of the whole wo Id,” and he is the Sa- 
viour of the world,” and “taketh away the sin of the 
world.” The world therefore,in which the good seed was 
sown, is the multitude of intelligent beings to whom this 
gospel of the kingdom was preached. The operation, 
springing forth and ultimate maturity of that word, that 
incorruptible seed, in the heart, may well be compared 
with the growth, increase and ripening of the wpeat of the 
field. 

3. “The good seed are the children of the kingdom.” 
As we have already seen that men are the field in which 
the good seed is sown, it -would be manifestly absurd to 





It would be none other, thana confounding of things to- 
gether, which are in nature, and must always in metapho- 
ric descriptiou, be kept separate, or no distinct ideas can 
be communicated. ‘The sield and the seed can no more be 
synonymous, thanevery other word in the whole parable 
can be made to synonymise with them. Should we say 
that the children of the kingdom, we:e the genuine diset- 
ples of Christ, it might not only be difficult to reconcile this 
idea with the rest of the parable, but equally so, to recon- 
cile it with other scriptures. Tt wouldnot accord with the 
declaration of Jesus, in Matthew, viii. 32, where it is said 
that, * The children of the kingdom shall be east out into 
utter darkness.” But there is nothing very objectionable 
in supposing the word children to be a strong personifica 

tion, by which the principles of the gospel were to be un 

derstood. Those doctrines or rather principles of doctrine, 
which were sown in the heart, even by those who were 
least in the kingdom of beaven, and which constituted 
those who received, retained and improved them, the epir- 
itual of God ; those principles, we say, by a personifica- 
tion of language, would be called, the children of the king- 
dom. As itis written, the good seed are the children of 
the Kingdom. ‘This part of the illustration, will appear 
still inore consistent, when we consider the next particu- 
lar. | Zo Le concluded in our nea it] 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER 


GOSPEL DISSERTATION--No. 3 


“ Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them : for they 
know not what they do.”—Luke xxiit. 34. 

For several reasons, these words are entitled to special 
consideration. First, because they tee the words of Je- 
sus, Who was well acquainted with the moral characte: 
and feelings of those in whose behalf this mtercession 
was 0 tered. Aud secondly, because he breathed out 
this petition at a special crisis, in the agonies of expising 
nature, when in his sufferings he realized all the malice, 
enn ity, and settled cruelty of those who shared so large- 
ly in his benevolent prayers. At that eventful moment, 
he would, as we must naturally conclude, coneentrate 
the desires and sentiments of his heart, and utter thei ja 
an ejaculation, corresponding with the real principles of 
his religion. Such are, in truth, the sentiments of the 
passive before us; and it condutts the mind to several 
important considerations, 

1. The impartial benevolence or cha.ity of the Chris- 
tian heait, which admits of praying im faith for the for- 
giveness of all sinners, does not blind the mind’s eve, to 
the imoral character of voluntary actions ; or, in other 
words, it does not deny the real difference between virtue 
aud vice, sin and boliness. That would be palpably ab- 
suid, Because, what would be the appearance of the 
Saviour, in pretending to pray fir the forgiveness of cer- 
tain deeds, which were either Viituous, or destitute of 
moral desert?) Some people a.e afraid of becoming 60 
charitable as to view all human actions alike, thereby 
levelling all distinction between good and bad, right and 
wrong, Such apprebensiuns are totatly groundless. 
Nothing is so well calculated to Joad us duly to appre- 
clate moral actions, as the principle of equal benevolence, 
aud universal charity. The incoutestible proof of this is 
seen ip the accurate discsimination which Jesus made 
between the virtues and vices of ints Nigent beings, not- 
withstanding his Jaw was universal, impartial and un- 
changeable. He would commend all that was praise- 
worthy in his religious opposers, and condemn the errors 
and viecs even of his admirers and followers. 

2. Although it is asserted in the text that “ they know 
not what they do,” yet the language must not be so in- 


; ferpreted as to imply that they committed what is catled 


the sin of ignorance. These people, at least the leaders 
among thein knew, that they were crucifying a2 man who 
was innocent of the charges brought against him; that 
after repeated trials before tribunals from which po mer- 
cy coujd be expected, he was recommended as having 
done nothing worthy of death; as being faultless, 
touching those things whereof he had been accused. 
Their ignorance of what they did, was not such as to 
prevent the criminality of their actions. For, though 
they neither knew that the course they were pPyrsuing, 
would bring down the heaviest judgments on their own 


heads, nor promote the benevolent intentions of the 





maintain that the seed, here mentioned, means men, also. 


were 


Saviour, instead of frustrating them, still they 
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ejually ay cll-deserving as though their mischievous pur- 
np carmed into execution. The ignorance 
ef tuose people neitier extenuated the enormity of their 
offence, nor rendered the full exercise of mercy unneces- 
sary,in orlev to theie forgiveness, 

ness does not consist in barely concealing or 
ove looking one's Inigquities. We apprehend there is no 
subject concerning which so much is said, and at the 
same time, loss uacderstood, than of forgiveness of sins. 
Without entering juto au examination of all the false 
theories whica have been broached upon this subject, we 
wilh present a brief view of what we think is meant by 
fingiveness, a5 tauchtin the scriptures of truth. Whep 
tiod for tus of nen, we must not understand by 
forgiveness the Same, as when a man forgives the offence 
ofivred by a fellow eroatuce. In the latter case, the 
chance is wioughtin the one who pardons, as wellas in 
bror woods forgiven 5 but in the former, no change y hat- 
evercan take pliee ithe pardoner, as God is of one 
mod, aod changes vot. ‘Phe Deity cannot possess those 
hard and unvetenting feelings, which are a torment to 
bin whotsef an unfoigiying temper. He cannot, as do 
Ynperfect Mortals, possess entirely different feelings at 
Gilterent times. 

God, implies toat exercise of his love, by which the sinner 
becomes reconciled to his Maker. All the alteration 
which is wroucht, is on the part of the trespasser. Such 
uwchanze is all which is necessary to answer the ends 
of the divine requirements, But should the Deity expe- 
ricnce any change of disposition whatever, it must be for 
the worse, as he is necessarily, infinitely good. Forgive- 
ness on bis pact, must imply that application of his mercy 
to the offender’s or sinner’s heart, by which he becomes 
penitent, submissive, and humble. It implies the removy- 
ing of the cause of unreconciliation, by the manifestation 
of infinite benevolence. In proof of this doctrine, nume- 
yous passages and examples might be adduced from the 
scriptures. 
many evidences at thistime. The account of the man 
who was brought to Jesus, sick of a palsy, to whom he 
said, * Son, be of good cheer, thy sins are forgiven thee,” 
may be used in illustration of this subject. The reader, 
by examining the text, (Matt. ix. 2—7, will discover 
that the forgiveness of the man’s sins effected a moral al- 
teration, exactly corresponding with the bodily change 
which was effected, by causing him to arise, take up his 
bed and walk! The meaning is, be was made whole, 
both morally and naturally. When we are told, that 
“ Jesus was exalted to the right hand of God, that he 
might give repentafice unto Israel, and remission of sins,” 
we have additional evidence in support of the foregoing 
definition of forgiveness. It was the merciful errand of 
the Saviour to manifest the love of God to the souls of 
the disobedient ; and an apostle says, ** we love Him be- 
cause he first loved us.” if the sinner has such an affect- 
ing and melting sense of the divine compassion as leads 
hin to unfeigned repeutance, so that he confesses his 
faults to his Maker, he may be assured that God will 
be faithful aud just to forgive bis sins. Ov, the appointed 
and proper effect of the love of God, shed abroad in the 
heart, is, that penitence, reformation, and reconoiliaticn, 
by waich foriner sins are objiterated, that they should no 
more come into remembrance, as a cause of guilt and 
condemnation. ‘This explanation cannot be liable to 
the objection of its being licentious, since it®makes the 
foreiveness of the sinner to consist in that change of 
yioral feeling, by which he becomes reconciled, at least 
ior the tine being, to his God and Saviour. When the 
sulfeving, the dying Son of God prayed for his foes, bis 
snurderers, that their sins might be forgiven, he must have 
had in view their ultimate reformation and salvation. 
For, to throw a mantle over their depravity and iniqui- 
ties, without removing the cause of theit opposition, mal- 
ice, and serious wickedness, would illy become One, 
whose errand was to relor.n and save the world. 

4. This explanation of the passage clearly comports 
with the character which it ascribes to God. The lan- 
vaage is, * FatTuerR, forgive thein.” No being, whose 
disposition and feelings are not parental and comwpassion- 
ute, would be likely to exhibit’ such mercy as this prayer 
solicits. 
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But Jehovah is the universal and immutable 
Father ofthe human race. He is infinitely wise, and his 
wisdom is full of mercy, without partiality, and without 
liyvpocrisy. It is therefore perfectly reasonable to im- 
plore bis gracious interposition, in the forgiveness, recon 
ciliation, and salvation of his disobedient and sinful fami- 
jy. The pious heart may indulge its benevolent desires, 
without restraint, in fervent prayer for all nations, fami- 
lies, and kindreds of the earth. 

We are not only commanded by an apostle to pray fo: 
all men indiscriminately, but also by the Saviour bim- 
seli, to love enemies, and pray for despiteful persecu- 
tors; and to render the precept the more deeply impressive, 
he has superadded thereto the force of example, as in the 
text at the head of these remarks. Surely, if there was 
ever &@ moment at which the compassion of a Saviour 
might have failed, it was at this awful crisis, when he 
fely au! realized, in the most exquisite manner, the insuf- 


Forgiveness, therefore, on the part of 


But our iimits preclude the introduction of 
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ferable pains, inflicted by wicked hands. But instead of 
its sustaining a diminution, his love was magnified iu its 
perfection, and beamed upon the world in the light of 
sevenfold benevolence. Was there a moment in the nat- 
ural life of the Son of Mary, when he appeared eo amia- 
ble, dignified, and glorious, as when, nailed to the fatal 
tree, he hung bleeding, praying, expiring between the 
heavens and the earth? ‘Though his eneimies loudly ex- 
ulted in their supposed, shameful triumph, and wagging 
their heads, hissed him to scorn, still his compassion for 
them waxed stronger and stronger, till it burst forth in 
the sentiment which implied the ultimate reformation of 
all sinners, and expressed that unborn benevelence, in 
which is embosomed the salvation of the world. 


TITUS. 














Polenical, 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER, 


TO ARMINIUS. 

Sirn—Whatever propriety there may be in the conclu- 
sion, which you are so ready to adopt, that my late neg- 
lect in replying to your letters is an evidence of my being 
* silenced,” I can assure you that such aconclusion is by 
no means correct. Were it not for the late press of pri- 
vate concerns, you would have continued to find,as you, 
until recently, have uniformly found, an immediate re- 
joinder to your communications. I hope therefore you 
will accept from me the invitation to abandon the conclu- 
sion, which you seem so anxious to make. 

Ist. On what you denominate * the main subject of 
dispute between us,” you are very kind to inform me, and 
that too gratuitously, what I believe, coucerning Salva- 
tion’s being the Gift of God, which is not according to 
works. After conferring this favor, (and | must acknowl- 
edge it one, inasmuch as you have informed me of my be- 
lief, which, acco:ding to your intelligence, is quite differ- 
ent from what I had supposed it to be.) you add: * But 
we, on the other hand, as strenuously contend, that salva- 
tion is offered to the whole wo:ll,—that all who believe 
the Gospel, and comply with its every command, will be 
finally saved, and all others will be finally damned.— 
When you can prove (in direct opposition to the Bible.) 
that human works have nothing to do with the salvation 
of the immortal] soul, L shal! be constrained to give up my 
present views, and | may add, the Bible also!’ So then 
if L can prove from the scriptures, that salvation is the un- 
merited gift of God, and not the reward of human works, 
you are rash enough to resolve to deuy the scriptures if 
they shall prove your doctrines false ! 

As far as I can understand your paragraph, you mean 
to maintain, that salvation is offered to all, but will be 
adinipistered only as a reward to those, who * keep every 
command ;”—in short, that ** human works” are the mer- 
itorious cause of the bestowment of salvation. Did you 
ever consider, my fiiend, that there is a considerable dif- 
ference between an offer and a gift 2 Just as much dif- 
ference as there is between there ; just so much differ- 
ence is there between your views and mine. You imain- 
tain that * Salvation is ejered to the whole world; I 
contend that* it is the gift of God, not according to 
works”—that * the flee geffcome upon all men, unto jus- 
tification of life.’ Now, a thing may be offered to a 
man forever ; and so Jong as it is offered, so long he must 
remain witbout the advantages. While it remaius an 
offer, itcan do him no good 3 it can benefit him none wi- 
til it is received ; then, and nol fill then, it becomes a 











gift. A thing cannot be said to be given, until it is re- 
ceived. You may offer me a fortune, and that fortune 


wilido me no good while itis an offer; when 1 accept it, 
it passes from an offer iuto a gift, and then, whenever it 
is a gilt, | am benefitted by it. But suppose you should 
offer it, and L should refuse to accept it, could you say you 
had given me the fortune? Certainly not. So it is with 
salvation. It is not an offer ; you cannot produce a siu- 
gle passage of scripture that calls it an offer; it is the 
gift of God ; it must be received or it cannot be called a 
gift. “ The bread of God is he which cometh down from 
Heaven and giveth (not offereth) life to the world” 

Again ;—Salvation, according to you, is the reward of 
“human works,”—the inheritance of those only who 
“ keep every command !” I shall, for tue sake of brevity, 
supply the place of argument here, by shewing your own 
contradiction, which is a sufficient proof of your error. 
Notwithstanding you contend that salvation is the re- 
ward of human works, you assert in your fifth paragraph 
that “itis readily admitted, that “ no one can merit heav- 
en by his own works. After we have done all our duty 
we are unprofitable servants, and are not entitled to any 
thanks fromour Lord.” If you cannot see this contra- 
diction, | mustsay you are a very unsuitable person to 
engage in controvetsy. 

2. Those forged passages, which you quote “in sup- 
port” of Pour doctrine, after consulting your old man con- 
cordance, you * acknowledge with great reluctance,” are 
not in the Bible ; notwithstanding you once asserted you 
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* had read them in the Bible more times, than J] 
old.” You are just such a personas I had suy 
You are determined not to sce the force of an argumeny . 
determined, when you are proved to be erroneous, not i, 
acknowledge it; and when you are driven to a point 
(for it seems you cannot get along without being driven,) 
you finally “ acknowledge your erroy with great relycr. 
ance.” Anexemplary Christian indeed! I hope, sings 
you have been driven to abandon one point, you wij; net 
fulfil your promise to “ give up the Bible also,” because jt 
does not contain your favorite proofs. 

3. In the brief explanation which I gave of John yj; 
24, you object to my considering the death there threat. 
ened, as * a death in unbelief and sin, because the Sa. 
viour could not, with propricty, say as he did to the Jay. 
who were already dead in that sense, “ ye shall dic, if y. 
believe uot. Thedeath denounced was then fulfilled” 
&e. Heuce you conclude that the death Mentioned coy) 
not be a death in unbelief. However insuperable this 
difficulty may appear to you, it is one which it mor. 
properly belongs to you to reconcile with the scriptures . 
for, as I shew you in my last,tney very expressly creat. 
the idea I there advanced. “ If ye believe nol that Lam 
he, ye shall die in your sins.” Is it not evident that tho 
death here suggested is one in unbelief? This death the 
believer avoids, and therefore cannot be, as you SUDpOse, 
naturaldeath. “Ifa man keep my sayings, he shal} jer. 
er see death.” Here, as I said before, the believer, in cup. 
sequence of his belief, escapes that death’ which the up. 
believer, in consequence of his unbelief, experiences ; ang 
so long as one remains in unbelief, will he continue jx 
death, and no longer. 

As for the future form of expression, in which your crit. 
icisms discover an insuperable difficulty, though I confess 
there is, at first view, no little plausibility in what yor 
say, yet you must be aware, that it does not necessai ily 
involve the abuve named difficulty. The future form is, 
as you wel] know, often employed in language, rather wit) 
the intention of expressing the posel:rve cerlainty than the 
future occurrence of an event. There are inany auxilia- 
ries similarly circumstanced, and similarly used. Shall, 
will, must, &c. are not unfrequently employed when we 
wish to express a positiveness, and though perhaps they 
always contain-a future signification, yet in this last 
seuse, itis not our particular design so to use them. | 
shoit, these words are not always used in a_ predictive 
sense, but often to express an absolute certainty. So | 
conceive itmay be with the future form in the text.— 
Christ intends to express the cerlainty, that unbelief shall 
produce death. This truth was intended to be as appli- 
cable to all fudure unbelievers, as it was tothe Jews then 
present; and designing, as he did employ, his language, 
for the instruction of future ages, as well as for. the then 
present age, we see the propriety of his using the future 
form, whiist bol looked to fulure generations, and gave 
the Jews, with whom he was conversing, an assurance of 
the postlive certainty of the eveut which present aud fu- 
ture unbelievers must realize. 

But if you should insist that Christ had an intention of 
future signification, asit related to those before whom he 
made known forever the important truth, in which unborn 
millions would be concerned, I will see 1f the thing can- 
not be reconciled with the scriptures aceordingly. * Hy: 
believe not that fam he, ye shall aie in your sins.” I 
ask ; does not the subjunctive exprecsion—* if ye Dclier? 
nol,” imply an anticipation of future occurrence, ag muc) 
as the remaining part of the sentence? If so, all tor 
thich L contend, is conceded ; for wecording to the true 
impoit of the language, both unbeliefand death are car 
culated to occur together, But you wilisay * they were 
tlready dead in thatsense.” ‘Then IT ask again: Why 
lid Curist use the subjunctive form, which also contails 
. future sicntficalion—*if ye believe not !? This ex 
pression would as much expiess an ider that they wele 
not already unbelicvers, as the Jatier clause of the sete 
‘ence does, thatthey were not already dead. In shots 
you have no more authority for saying that the languase 
of our Saviour could not recognize the then present state 
of the Jews, then I have to assert that the unbelief of th 
Jews was also calculated to be future by Christ. If yeu 
say that the death was future, I shall also say, their uo 
belief was precisely as much so. 1 could proceed to show 
how candidates for instruction for any thing new, whe 
they are such, cannot strictly be considered to be con- 
firmed either in belief or unbelief ; and thus account !0 
the strict propriety of our Saviour’s form of expression 
the listening Jews. But this is not particularly necessary 
iu this place ; and my limits forbid any more to be @) 
here. : 

Again, 2dly. Why did Christ say, * whither I go Y° 
cannot come, because ye shail die in your sins,’ if the ois 
tance between them were merely moral?” I answers 
Christ did nof say, people could not follow him becauss 
they diein sin. Of this I before reminded you, 4% | 
wonder you should so soon have forgotten what I said * 
my last. “And first, said I, remember forever herealte™ 
that ‘ whither Igo ye cannot come,’ is not stated as ihe 


am years 
)posed,— 
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consequence of dying in sin. Itis a nositive declaratie 
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ade both to the unbelreving Jews, and the delieving dis- 
mace See John, xiii. 33. Accordingly, the whole of 
ipa ument, predicated in your 2d question, is strip- 
rnd of ei its consequence, and deserves wo fuither atten- 
) 
sie 
Yo 
answer to my 


u have finally given what I suppose you will call an 
question relative to Adam’s dying on the 


ae g > ¢ , e th: 
day of transgression. Your argument acknowledges that 
he died a natural death ; and as.he did not live a thou. 


sand years, SO the threatening was fulfilled ; because “ 9 
thousand years with the Lord are as one day. It is a 
pity that any man should adhere to a system, which drives 
hin to the necessity of such miserable reasoning. On 
his principle, might I not say, that, as ** one day with the 
Lord is as @ thousand years, so for Adam to die within 
«athousand years withthe Lord,” he must die within 
wone day” after transgression? But do yau contend that 
the death threatened as the full consequence of trans- 
wession Was temporal? It would appear that you do. 
Where then, permit me to ask, do you find authority for 
saying, Cod threatened Adam with elernal death on the 
day he disobeyed? Your explanation would paraphrase 
wie threatening of the Lordthus: “ Within a thousand 
years thou shalt suffer temporal death as the full conse- 
“uence of transgression.” 
‘1 should not objecty my friend, to a farther correspond- 
ence with you, if past experience convinced me that we 
were coming nearer toa point. But asthe Editor of the 
jntelligencer and his numerous readers have, undoubted- 
ly, become wearied with the continuation of a cout.o- 
versy, Which has, I fear, proved no faither instructive, 
than as it has convineed them of the weakuess of wlrmin- 
ignism; avd shown them how its defenders are olli- 
ced to forge scviptures,—to pretend to be divinely inspir- 
ed,—to make assertions too cften supply the place of ar 
cument,—to acknowledge no error if possible to avoil it. 
and if obliged to acknowlecige them, to do it * with gieat 
reluctance 3” Tam convinced that it becomes my daty, 
henceforth, to devote my time to things which promise 
more utility. You will therefore not expect me to w.ite 
again, ia answer to any future communication of yours, 
unless you obtain two substaatial bondsmeu who will bes 
come responsible that you will come to some point and 
furnish arguments of a more important character than 
most of those which you have exhibited for past consider- 
ation. 

Wishing you the blessing of God’s impartial and ever- 
lasting truth, and tendering my friendly regan’, I remain 

Yours, &. A UNIVERSALIST. 











Christian Lnteiligencer. 
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‘“T AM’ SET FOR THE DEFENCE OF THE GOSPEL.”’ 
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REPLY TO “JULIA.” 

itis peculiarly gratifying to learn that a female of 
good acquirements, projessing the orthodox faith, can be 
found, who bas “for several years past perused all the 
religious publications” to which she had access; regard- 
less of the sectarian names, by which they are distinguished 
fom each other. Such instances are,“ like angels’ visits. 
few ;” and the places where they occur, * far between.” 
Though we do not questien the sincerity and veracity ot 
our fair correspondent, still we ate constrained to consider 
her as a memorable exception to the class of professors 
towhich she belongs. Enraptured at the thought of such 
Singular liberality, we had almost exclaimed, in th 
“Yanguage of the Revelatee—— And there appeared a 
great wonder in heaven, a woman clothed with the sun.” 

One reason among others, for believing our * fiiendly 
*pposer” is a person of enlightened understanding. is. 
thatshe alludes with frankness to the notorious fact. 
that too many unite themselves with “ orthodox church- 
es,” in hopes of regaining a lost reputation. Yes, from 
their conduct, we cannot doubt the language of the 
heart ts, we will eat our own bread and wear our own 
apparel; only let us be called orfhodox, to take away 
cur reproach.’ 

But to reply more directly to “ Jutia’s” gentle reproof. 

1. One thing in particular with which dur generous 
*pposer is * very much ofiended,” is, that we frequently 
speak of “the Orthodox,” “the Calvinists, &c. in terms 
Of unmingled reproach and disdain.” But surely a man 
‘Ss Not to be executed in this hand of Statutes and Juries, 


ll be has had a fair and impartial bearing before some 
authorized tribunal. We cheerfully adiwit that, if our 
friend is correct in the above allegation, nothing but a 
thorough reformation ought to screen us from deserved, 
sanguinary punishment, Our reply to the indictment is, 
* Not Guilty ;? and we put ourselves upon the communi- 
ty of readers, for trial. Let our candid opponent prove 
that charge, by reterence to the pages and sentences in 
which we have spoken in terms, as therein alleged, and 
the weapons of our defence will be rendered useless. But 
such proof will not be produced, till our present readers 
are engaged in those Jabors whieh are not to be inter- 
The truth is, 
* Julia,’ whoever she may “be, is unhappily mistaken. 
We speak of * Orthodory and Calvinism,” in such terms 
a8 come to hand; but, the people, * the orthodox and the 
Calvinists,” are not, in our pages, indiscriminately trea- 
ted with contempt. No; far be it from our heart to 
abuse with unkind epithets, those christians, of whatever 
denomination, who are “really friendly.” We most 
heartily despise that mean and contemptible policy in 
religion, which can devise no better metho of refuting 


rupted by such unfounded reprimands. 


a system of sentiments, than by pouring torrents of scur- 
‘ility on all those who may chance to embrace it. We 
hope and trust that such a sin does not attach to cour 
skirts. Let it be shown by stubborn facts, and evidence 
of sincere penitence will be exhibited. 

2. As to the question, whether we * believe in a change 
of heart,” itis dificult to know what the writer means. 
if she has read “ many of our papers,” she must conse- 
quently kuow that we profess to believe the Scriptures ; 
and of course, hold to a change of heart, as it is taught 
in the Bible. But, as the influence of education is very 
powerful, we must indulge our friendly inquirer, by pub- 
lishing our sentiments on that doctrine. To this end, 
theiefore, we must state, definitively, what we mean by 
the heart, about which so much is said and written. The 
word is figurative, having arisen from the natural heart, 
which is, * the muscle which by its contraction and dila- 
tion propels the blood through the course of ciyculation, 
and is therefore considered as the source of vital motion.” 
From this literal meaning of the word heart, it is not 
difficult to ascertain wha€ it means when applied to our 
moral and intellectual nature. [It must wean that seat 
of the affections, which imparts a moral character to 
the voluntary actions of the mind. The heart, to use 
other woids which amount to the same thing, is “the 
spirit of the mind,” er the source of the motives and 
intentions from which intelligent beings act. This beiag 
admitted, it will be discovercd that the phrase * Change 
of Heart,” precious as itis in the eyes of modein profes- 
sors, is not better calculated to express the disposition of 
the mind, in voluntary actions, than many other phases 
which might be used.  Fiom the infinite importance 
which is attached to it, by many professors of religion, 
one would be led to conclude that, change of heart was 
as frequently mentioned in the Scriptures, as any othe: 
words of equa] moment; instead of which, that phrace 
is not Once employed in the whole Bible, if our recollec- 
tion fails not. And ever the passage which says thata 
heart should be changed, does by no means support the 
common opinion of * a change of heart.” ‘The following 
is the passage to which we allude. Daniel iv. 16. * Let 
his heart be changed from man’s, and let a beast’s heart 
be given unto him; and let seven times pass over him.’ 
Here is the only text which expressly ment’ ons the heait’s 
change, and no one will pretend that it affords any sup- 
port to orthodoxy. The affections of Nebuchadnezza, 
were changed, for the time being, frow Auman to bestial. 
However, notwithstanding the silence of the Bible as to 
that particular favorite phrase, we are so far from being 


= 


hearis ; unless, indeed, it be helorodory to believe too 





— and observation, that a good heart may be 


heterodox, on that subject, that we hold to changes of 


much, as well as too little! We believe, in the light of 


changed to a bad one, and a corrupt heart to ove which 
is pure; yes, a good heart may be changed for the bet- 
ter, and a bad one for the worse. So that nothing could 
be more unjust than to accuse us of denying that the 
human heart is not subject to changes. But if “ Julia,” o« 
any other one, wishes us to explain particular texts, that 
speak expressly of changing man’s heart, she must be so 
kind as to refer us to chapter and verse, where such texts 
If no one can do this, it is expected that 
We are not 
cu'pable for any deficiency in the sacred scriptures.— 
No doubt can be entertained but that, if the “holy men 
of oll, who wrote as they were moved by the holy spirit,” 
couid have had the advantages of some * Theological 
Seminary,” like that at Indorer, they would have orna- 
mented the inspired pages with the phrases, Change of 


are recorded, 
no Complaint will be indulged against us. 


heart—Revival of religion—Doctrines of Grace—Doc- 
torsof Divinity, &c. &c. But failing of those advanta- 
ges, and having nothing but the Holy Ghost to guice 
them, such expressions are nel to be found in the sacred 
volume! For the correctness of this statement, let every 
one carefully examine for himself. Entestaining a hum- 
ble hope that these remarks will excite attention,increase 
inquiries, aud provoke a critical perusal of the scrip- 
tures, we shall postpone a direct elucidation of the sub- 


ject, to our next paper. 





LITERARY WORK. 

We have received the first number of a weekly paper, 
in octavo form, piinted at Brunswick, (Me.) entitled 
“ The NoRTHERN Iais; devoted to Science and Litera- 
ture,” edited by S.L. Farrerecp. Judging from the 
appearance, matter, and execution ofthe paper, the great 
need there is of having such a publication in this State, 
and of Mr. Fairfield’s qualifications for conducting it, we 
should expect that tae “ Iris” would receive a generous 
patronage, 

(tr NOTICE. 

The AGunts for the Christian Intelligencer are ear- 
nestly requested to give the Editor speedy information of 
all the Names on their respective lists, if any there are, 
which aie in .drrears for the Third Vol. of this paper ; 
as all such must be discontinued at the end of the present 
volume, vuless the Agents well consider themselves respon- 
sible for such subscribers. 

For reasons which need not be aguin stated, we ask 
for av adjustment of all accounts of more than one year's 
standing, before the pr-seut voluine closes. 

Lz" We cannot refrain expiessing our warmest grati- 
tude to Agents and Subsciibers who have complied with 
the conditions of this publication. 

New Subscribers can be furpished with the back num- 
bers of the present volume. 

, TEI 





“ OBSERVATOR”’ on “ Intemperance” will probably 
appear in our hext, 

* Tuk Frexcu Propueis,” with Remarks, as soon 
as convenient. 


In this town, by Kev. Mi. Stier ~F Mr. Cushing Pratt, 
jr. Of Westbiook, to Miss Elizabeth J. Vaugian.—Mr. 
William Wallace to Miss Harriet springes. 

By Rev. Mr. Crandall, Capt. John Williams, jun. to 
‘ Jane Noyes. 
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DIED 

In this town, Mr. Jaines Gecahen, aged 39.—M)s. Eliza 
Richardson, aged 26. Win. F. Bartels, aged 17. A 
child of Mr. John Pennel.. A child of Capt. H. Harford. 

At Cape Messu:ado, (A, ica) Jan. 17, after an illness 
of nine days, Capt. JoSepH Barton, of Portland, late 
master of sch. Romp, aged 35. © Capt. B. was a man of 
unblemished reputation, and stood as high in public 
estimation as any shipmaster of this port. Being pos- 
sessed of a firm and vigorous constitution, he wa: ambi- 
tious, enterprizing and industiious. His moral honesty 
and integrity were above suspicion, He bas left a 
young and amiable consort, and a lovely infant daughter, 
whose “angel face” he was never permitted to behold, 
to moun his unexpected death. Yes; an aged, wid- 
owed mother, whose heart was all alive to the virtues 
and faithfulness of this second “ Joseph,” and several 
affectionate sisters, ace bereft of the object of their high 
regard and Jove. Indeed, the Universalist Society, to 
which Capt. Barton belonged, and the wide ciucle of hs 
acquaintance, will heartily “mourn with those that 
mourn” on this occasion 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN 


THE EXILE SON. 


BY S. J.. FAIRFIELD. 

Afar from all that once were dear, 

In dawning manhood’s hope and pride, 
Without a friend to soothe him near, 

Alone he suffered, groaned and died. 
By stranger forms his corse was borue, 

Unwept, unto its last cold bed, 
And left unhonored and forlorn 

Among the uncommuning dead. 
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O’er his young grave no tear was shed, 
For none were there to mourn his fate ; 
No loving heart in anguish bled 
O’er destiny so desolate ; 
But plaining stockdove sung his dirge, 
And sighing sea-breeze mourned alone, 
While ocean’s ever sounding surge 
Awoke an everlasting moan. 


Alas! when first his mother clasped 
Unto her breast that lovely child, 
When io his young delight he grasped 
Her guiding hand and talked and smiled, 
And caught fiom her eech look he wore, 
And turned to her from every foe, 
While she saw charms unknown before 
In his cheek’s bloom and eye’siich glow ; 


And felt her happy heart dilate 

With pure affection’s viituous pride,— 
She saw not then his exile fate— 

She thought not of the death he died ! 
How sad would be our lot below, 

Were coming woes to man revealed, 
Or could we ope the scroll and kaow 

The secret sorrows for us sealed ! 


The cherished hopes of many years 
Must perish now and sink to paiu; 
The trembling doubts and anxious fears 

In mute despair forever reign ; 
She cannot haunt the grave and weep 
O’er her lost son her grief away,— 
’Tis only when her senses sleep 
That nature still can love display. 


9 wake her not to conscious pain! 
The fount is full, ob, let it vest! ; 
Joy cannot sinile for her again, . 
Nor hope relume ber anguished breast. 
Dreak not the spell! Ob, may she dream 
Of treasures she can know no more, 
Till on her waking eye shall beam 
The light of bliss from heaven's bright shore ! 
TG, UT 
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NATIONAL TRACT SOCIETY. 

On the 11th inst. a meeting took place in the City Hall, to 
form a ** National Tract Society... Colonel Richard Varick, 
was called to the chair—then prayer, by the Reverend Doctor 
M’Auley. A constitution was adopted, and officers elected. 
The meeting was addressed by the Reverend Doctor M’Auley, 
T. G. Fessenden, Esq. Rev. C. G. Somers, and Rey. Doctor 
Spring. After stating the wonderful effects that Tracts will 
have, especially on the minds of “ the young,” it was stated 
that $20,000 would erect a suitable builaing, and until this 
sum can be obtained, the Society cannot proceed with assur- 
ance that other societies will depend upon them for Tracts. 
Between 12 and 13,000 Dollars were subscribed before they 
left the room; and a committee appointed to collect other 
subscribers. 
being null unless 20,000 Dollars can be obtained. If their 
efforts fail here, the ** American Tract Society,” at Boston, is 
to make an atiempt for a similar establishment. 

REMARKS. 

When the proposition was first made to form this Soci- 
ety,it seemed to excite much interest, particularly among 
those who supposed that it would advance the cause of 
religion. Notices were sent to all the Methodist church- 
es in the city, te bé publicly read, stating that the institu- 
tion Was designed for all denominations. Accordingly, 
Several went to claima share in the proceedings. But to 
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Many subscriptions are made on condition of 





their great disappointment, they fuand that, instead of its 
being free for all, or purely to promote the cause of truth 
and righteousness, it was started to bear down other sects, 
to gain clerical ascendency, and to disseminate the Cal- 
vinistic sentiments, particularly among the rising genera- 
tion. A methodist minister wished to know of the com- 
mittee ifthe Methodist Tracts could be circulated : he 
found they could not.* Having found out the schemes of 
the prlesthood, they protested against it in the very pul- 
pits where they had before countenancedit. One person, 
previously an advocate for the establishment, protested a- 
gainst their plot, and declared that the devil was at the 
bottom of it.—What noble exertions, for a Colonel, an 
Esquire, Reverend Doctor of Divinity, and other worldly 
men, to build up the Redeemer’s Kingdom. Z'wenty 
Thousand Dollars, to build an edifice to comport with the 
other public buildings ofthe city ; and also officers to be 
well paid for their services! How ridiculous—how God- 
dishonouring. Will Christ be glorified by such a project? 

These characters are actuated by the same spirit as 
the scribes and Pherisees were, or the Jesuits, and similar 
events must ensue. If a‘ National Society,” or some 
powerful and energetic measures be not adopted to en- 
lighten the people, and to suppress the growing influence 
of an ambitious clergy, to bring to light their plans, our 
country will be ruined; the rising generation will be 
bound, as the people are in Spain, by the threefold links 
of tyranny, ignorance, and .superstition. Among the 
Tracts circulated hy one of these societies, is the famous 
* address of Lyman Beecher, in behalf of the society for 
educating young men for the Gospel ministry.” It was 
published in one of our preceding numbers. We intend 
laying another before the public, that they may judge 
themselves of the utility and design of this great & Tract 
Society,” Wehave no objection to the circulation of 
suitable Tracts, when doae with sincere motives. This 
we have done ourselves. But the evil and danger consist 
in making use of these instruments to accomplish the am- 
bitious designs of the clergy, in their attempts to unite 
church and state together.—V. Y. Telescope. 


*To make the plan pausible, and to gain contributions a- 
mong the Methodists, the names of Bishops Roberts and Hed- 
ding, and Mr. N. Bangs, were inserted, without the consent 
ofeiuher. Nay, the latter positively forbade thei inserting 
his name, and requested that the names of the two formed 
should not be set down : notwithstanding which, they were 
ranked as officers ; the two first “* Honoiary Vice- Presidents,” 
the last as a “ corresponding member,” officers merely woml- 
nal ‘They have taken good care that none but Calvinists 
should compose the “ Publishing Committee,” as may be 
seen by their Constitution. There are more than fifiy Rever 
end Doctors of Divinity appointed as officers, inchading the 
Right Reverend Alexander V. Griswold, Doctor of Divinity 
aud Bishep. We have never seen a deeper laid scheme, or 
one more cunningly devised and crafty. We hope every free 
and independent press in the Union will sound the alarm 


PROSPECTUS 


OF THE 


vangelical Resterationist, 


To be published semi-monthly, in the City of Troy, NW. ¥. 
at $1 per y ar in adrance, or §1,25 in 6 montis. 


BY Bearziniat Sraxgrer anp Dotpuus SKINNER. 


Persuaded of the utility and absolute necessity of the 
proposed publication, the Editors have been urged by ma- 
ny considerations of duty, to send forth these proposals 
for the patronage of the ftiiends of deberal and rational 
Christianity. 

Living in an age peculiarly inquisitive, and in a sec- 
tion of country where crafty and systematic plans, disign- 
ed to supplant sound prmeiples of religion, and to give 
prevalence and permanence to partial theories, are in vig- 
Orous Operation, it becomes the imperious duzy of lebe- 
and enlicrhtengd Christians, to make spirited exertions to 
counteiact their influence. Almost entombed as we are, 
with Tracts, Pamphlets, Essays and other periodical pub- 
lications, teaching for doctrines the lraditions and com- 
mandments of men, the friends of trnti cannot hesitate for 
a moment, to give their hearty and cheerful support to a 
publication, designed to rebut these miserable forgerics, 
and to deliver from this mass of delusion, the pure prin- 
ciples of the doctrine of Christ. When we withsss eccle- 
siastics and politicians uniting their influence and arti- 
fice, to work these Tracts into all our common schools, 
that the peculiarities of Calvinism may be engrafted deep 
and strong into the minds of children hefore they have 
penetration to detect its absurdity, we have reason to be 
alarmed at the signs of the témes, and instantly aroused to 
measures of resistance. If this monopolizing spirit be 
not met and repulsed, the time is not distant, when the 
chart of our religious liberty will be swept to oblivion, 
and our Children be left to weep under the oppression of 
clerical despotism. 


We see already in our religious horizon a dark, por- 





tentous cloud, charged with moral pestilence, and rising 








———— 
as upon a whirlwind, threatening to rain down its horrig 
contents upon our land; and it remains with our bees 
ren, in the faith of the gospel, to say, by their libe;a| 
ronage of this work, that they will scatter, if possipje the 
collecting storm, and defend, against the usurper of thei 
rights, the inheritance of religious liberty and truth fo 
their children’s children. By giving the * EVANGELIc«, 
RESTORATIONIST” a generous and extensive Patronag, 
the gospel of salvation may find its way into hundreds of 
families, and thousands of hearts, Who, witltout it, tight 
live * wituout God and without hope in the world,” You 
have now a convenient opportunity of deciding, Whether 
your children shall grow up in the moonlight of Self-styleg 
orthodoxy, or in the sun-beams of the gospel; whethe, 
they shall be fed upon the skeleton of error till they hays 
lost all relish for wholesome and rational truth, or whey), 
er you will bless them with an opportunity of proving ai! 
things that thoy may hold fast that which is good, 

The Editors, wish not to raise high expectations of 1}, 
proposed work, but to impress upon the minds of the {ip. 
eral, the importance of giving it a general circulation — 
We deem it expedient to state the contemplated deg; 
and character of the publication. 

1. The EVANGELICAL RESTORATIONIST will be de. 
voted to a scriptural and arguinenthtive illustrrtion ani 
defence of the doctrine of Universal Restoration, in Op- 
posion to the eferni/y of misery ou the one hand, aud ay. 
nihilation on the other. 

2. Its columns will be open for the communications o; 
temperate and charitable writers of all denominations, 
but the Editors retain the right of comparing then with 
the “touch stone,” the law aad testimony. 

3. Its object being to combat error and not men, al; 
personal invective and satire will be carefully avoided, 

4. Besides original and selected articles on doctrina! 
and practical subjects, the work will be interspersed with 
religious intelligence, interesting anecdotes, poetic efiu. 
sions, and hymeneal and obituary notices. All conduct. 
ed in a spirit becoming the gospe!, aud rendered ag jp. 
teresting and useful as possible. 


ip Subscriptions received by the Editer of th: 


ny 
gh 


Christian Intelligencer or at this Office. 


PROPOSALS 
Havre been issued at Harlford, Conn. for publishin 
subscription, 
A COURSE OF LECTURES, 


on the following subjects : 


j 


~~ 
~ 


I. The character of God, 


II. His object in the crea: 
tion of inan. 


til, The strenzth, wisdom, goodness, av! 
certainty of his evecy purpose. TV. Oiiginal Sin. ¥. 
Depeavity. Vi. Viearions suffering, or imputed 
and aighteousness. VIL. Election and Reprobation, 
The Cnity of God. IX. The enaracter of Chrtst. 
X. The object ef bis mission. XT. The success of iis 
undertahiag. XII. Tie homage of heart and life due to 
God for the love, wisdom aud power displayed in cretion, 
providence and grace. XI. The morality of the gospel, 
or the religion of christianity. 

~ BY REY. JOHN BISBE, Jr. 
Who is now delivering the above Lectures in the Univer 
stlict Church in that city. The above wo.k will contain 
about 200 pages octavo, and will be put to press as soon 
as a sutficient numbers of subscribers shall be obtained to 
warrant the updertaking. Should there be three hundred 
subse:ibers to the above work, it will be sold for one dol- 
fur. Otherwise they will be afforded to sudscribers at 
123 cents each number. : 
iP Subscriptions received as above. 


Total 
riitit 


Vii. 


The misrepresentations of God's character and purposes, 
given by system-makers since the primitive 
are the great reasons why Christianity has not : , 
over the earth, aud why thousands of its professed be jevers 
are infidels in heart. Orthodor christ’anity gives t e Ab 
mighty an inflexibility of vengeance acainst nis mene 
offspring, which was never imputed to the heathen. upler 
and makes him form part of our race for hell, that he pm 
gratify his infinite selfishness in the glorious display af a 
and misery in endless contrast. [tis pot wonderful Qo ae 
gans cannot he easily conyerted to this faith, asi \ won 
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reason and observation, and dan ns a large part of a 
for the glory of God and the happiness of the saints. 7°" 
orthodoz christianity fully justifies 
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